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Cookie Hudson Phipps & Duane Hudson Morgan
Hudson Brother’s Dry Cleaners

Curlen Hudson graduated from Western Hills High School and went into 
tailoring trade school to become a professional tailor.  In 1946, Curlen 
Hudson and his brother Charles Hudson went into business to open The 

Hudson Brothers Dry Cleaners in the old west end neighborhood at 808 Bay Miller.  Curlen Hudson was 
one of the first black businessmen in Cincinnati to receive a small business loan.  Many have said Curlen 
had an entrepreneurial spirit and was born before his time because back then receiving a small business 
loan was not easy to do for a black man.  Eventually, Curlen would buy out Charles’ portion of the business 
and become the sole owner.

The Hudson Brothers Dry Cleaners not only provided dry cleaning services, they provided tailoring and 
alterations.  Many professional athletes from the Bengals to the Cincinnati Reds had their tailoring services 
done by the Hudson Brothers.  People from all over the Tri-State would come to Hudson Brothers Dry 
Cleaners for tailoring and alternations.  They cultivated special relationships with Cincinnati’s uniformed 
employees. The Hudson’s considered their loyal customers to be like family. 
 
The business was a meeting place for the entire neighborhood.  Many residents of over the Rhine and 
across the Tri-State were loyal customers throughout the years which lead to their success because of the 
excellent quality of services and professionalism.  Curlen always had a smile on his face, practiced having 
a good attitude and related to the needs of their customers.  He and his brother provided the type of service 
they would want to receive. 

When Curlen passed away the business was left to his family.  His wife and daughters (Cookie and Duane) 
would continue to manage the business.  Hudson Brothers Dry Cleaners was in business for 62 years.  Its 
doors closed when Cookie and Duane, retired in 2009. In their retirement, the sisters volunteer and attend 
New Prospect Baptist Church.

Curlen’s legacy and entrepreneurial spirit has been passed down to the next generation in the Hudson 
family. Cookie has two sons who have businesses of their own. Curlen Phipps lives in Fresno, California 
and co-owns a web design and software development business, Quiplabs. He also co-owns a non-profit 
organization which mentors minority young people.  Her other son, Leonard Phipps co-owns, Accurate 
Home Inspection and is the owner of Onyx termite and pest control.

Cookie and Duane’s advice for future or current business owners is “Practice good work habits.  You need 
to be dedicated, patient, and treat people how you would like to be treated. And most importantly, know how 
to talk to your customers.“
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